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EARLY CHINESE BRONZE MIRRORS
AND RELATED PROBLEMS

by
Song Xinchao

According to the systematic classification and periodization studies of the pre-Spring-
and-Autumn bronze mirrors discovered so far in China, the first appearance of Chinese
bronze mirrors was at ¢. 2000 BC in the Gansu and Qinhai region of the upper Huanghe
River valley; after that they were spread across this area and along the present-day Great
Wall. Field archaeological discoveries, ethnographic data and ancient textual records com-
bine to indicate that in ancient times, the bronze mirror functionated as a reflector of images
and also as a religious object, especially in early society. Although bronze mirrors began to
be spread into the Central Plains of the middle and lower Huanghe valley in the late Shang
period, they were very rare in the Central Plains before the Spring and Autumn period. This
phenomenun must have had close relation to the use and function of the bronze mirror in the
then society. Besides, the author discusses the relation of the bronze mirror with the bronze

water-container and sunlight igniter.
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